
Dear Alumni and Friends, 

Welcome to the First Issue of P.D. Tooth 

Chatter, our UTDB Department of Pediatric 

Dentistry newsletter. Through this new me-

dia vehicle, we hope to highlight recent 

events and achievements of our department 

and its faculty, residents, staff and students, 

provide information about school-wide and 

community projects with a pediatric twist, 

and recognize the many professional ac-

complishments of our alumni and friends. 

 

The department is planning a major celebra-

tion to recognize our past 50 years of ex-

traordinary academic achievements while 

looking forward to the next 50 years. Please 

save this date, Friday, March 19, 2010,   

on your calendar as our department will be 

throwing a Beach Party Dinner / Dance 

Gala.  (SEE RELATED STORY, PAGE 2). 

If you have any candid or formal photo-

graphs noting past departmental activities or 

personnel that you would like to share, 

please forward them to us so that we can 

create a pictorial PowerPoint presentation 

that will be viewed during the Beach Party 

event. As an added bonus, I plan on sere-

nading attendees during this celebration. 

 

Our department is excited about the pros-

pects of our planned state-of-the-art pediat-

ric dentistry facility in the new Dental 

Branch Building targeted for completion in 

late Spring 2012. We know that our alumni 

and friends will be equally impressed with 

this momentous project. 

 

Please keep in touch as our department is 

always interested in learning about your 

professional accomplishments and personal 

experiences. Our alumni and friends are a 

precious resource and we are so thankful for 

your wonderful and thoughtful involve-

ment. 

 

Warmest regards, 

Sandy 
Sanford J. Fenton, DDS, MDS 
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D.D.S., M.D.S. 

Dr. Rita M. Cammarata has been in-

stalled as the new president of the 

Greater Houston Dental Society. The 

ceremony took place during the Star of 

the South Dental Meeting in Houston, 

Texas in April. Dr. Cammarata received 

her DDS degree from UTDB in 1996 

and completed her pediatric dental resi-

dency program in 1999, also at UTDB. 

She maintains a private pediatric den-

tistry practice in the Houston area. 

 

Dr. William C. ñBillò Berlocher has 

been installed as the new president of 

the American Academy of Pediatric 

Dentistry. The ceremony took place dur-

ing the 62nd Annual Session in Hono-

lulu in May. Dr. Berlocher is a 1975 

graduate of  UTDB and earned his pedi-

atric dental certificate and masterôs de-

gree at the UT Dental School at San 

Antonio.  He maintains a private pediat-

ric dentistry practice in Corpus Christi. 

 

 

Pedo Residents Graduation, June 26  
Faculty, staff, family and friends honored the pediatric dentistry Class of  2009 with 

a graduation banquet at McCormick and Schmickôs Seafood Restaurant June 26. 

From left are graduates Drs. Kimberly Heeter, Takanobu Fujita, Binita Katheria, 

Suha Reddy, Kristina Langworthy, Femme Ambrosio and Dr. Sanford Fenton. 



Departmental Departmental   

NewsNews  
 

T he Pediatric Dentistry Department is 

pleased to welcome our incoming 

Class of  2011pediatric dentistry residents.  

Dr. Adrienne Archidiacono, Boston 

University School of Dentistry, 2009 

Dr. Claudia Hernandez , UT Dental 

Branch, 2006 

Dr. Jennifer Kong, UT Dental 

Branch,  2009 

Dr. Camille LaHue, Baylor College 

of Dentistry, 2009 

Dr. Arti Patel , University of the Pa-

cific College of Dentistry, 2009 

Dr. Jammie Tosevski, University of 

Toronto School of Dentistry, 2007 

 

***  

Dr. Gisela Velasquez, UTDB clinical 

assistant professor of pediatric dentistry, 

was a featured speaker at the First Scien-

tific Student Dental Confraternity Confer-

ence in El Salvador on June 25. Her topic 

was ñHemophilia in Pediatric Dentistry.ò  

The audience included pediatric dentists, 

orthodontists, physicians, social workers 

and dental students from the three major 

dental schools in San Salvador. 

***  

Dr. Sandy Fenton was one of three fea-

tured speakers at the UTDB continuing 

education course, General Practice: Hot 

Topics, on Aug. 7. His presentation was 

entitled: ñAngel or Demon - Your Choice: 

Pediatric Behavior Management.ò 

 

***  

Dr. Amber Callis, UTDB part-time clini-

cal assistant professor, completed the 

board certification process of the Ameri-

can Board of Pediatric Dentistry in March 

and was awarded diplomate status. 

 

***  

Dr. Gary R. Badger, part-time clinical 

associate professor at UTDB, was one of 

38 dental educators nationwide accepted 

to the 2009 American Dental Education 

Association/Academic Leadership Insti-

tute for Teaching and Learning. This in-

tensive faculty-development program is 

for those professionals transitioning from 

private practice to full-time academic ca-

reers.  He maintains a private pediatric 

dentistry practice in College Station. 
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T he Department of Pediatric Dentistry 

is planning for the future ï big time. 

When the Dental Branch moves to a new 

building in 2012, the Pediatric Depart-

ment would like the new predoctoral 

clinic to be decorated as a ñkid-friendly, 

calming environment,ò with state-of-the-

art audio-visual technology. 

Toward that end, UT Dental Branch 

friends and alumni are invited to save 

Friday, March 19, 2010 for a fundraising 

event that will serve up a continuing edu-

cation course, dinner and dance at The 

Aquarium in Houston.  ñSand Sea Sounds 

and Stainless Steel Crownsò will feature a 

Caribbean theme from start to finish, 

from the CE course topics to the food and 

steel drum music. 

Pediatric Dentistry Department Chair 

Sanford ñSandyò Fenton, D.D.S., plans 

to ask for donations of $1,000, which will 

entitle the giver to two tickets to the din-

ner-dance, as well as the CE course that 

several renowned speakers have volun-

teered to teach.  At the dinner event, each 

table will seat 12 people, and Fenton is 

hoping for corporate sponsors for some of 

them. 

The event planning committee includes 

Drs. Fenton, Ken Jones, Susie Seybold, 

Freddy Cessac, Suha Reddy, Regina 

Lewis, Laji James and Rita Cam-

marata, and Fenton said theyôll be work-

ing on spreading the word in the dental 

community and to possible sponsors.  

More information is available by contact-

ing Fenton at 713- 500-4176 or San-

ford.J.Fenton@uth.tmc.edu. 

Save the date, but donôt start shopping for 

fancy attire. ñYouôll be at the beach, kid,ò 

SAVE THE DATE:SAVE THE DATE:  

March 19,2010  

ôSand Sea Sounds and 

Stainless Steel Crownsõ 

Freddie the Turtle  
Dr. Jennifer Hill  

Dr. Jennifer Hill to join UTDB faculty  

T he Department of Pediatric Dentistry welcomes 

Jennifer Hill, D.D.S., Dr.med.dent, Ph.D.  who 

will join our UTDB faculty on Sept. 1. Dr. Hill has 

completed advanced education programs in pediatric 

dentistry, orthodontics and oral biology.  

 She is a diplomate of the American Board of Pediatric 

Dentistry who recently completed a two-year postdoc-

toral fellowship at the University of Minnesota Ma-

sonic Cancer Center.   

Her present research has focused on a novel oral can-

cer gene discovery tool, tissue culture assays for 

evaluation of malig-

nant transformation, 

and direct delivery of 

DNA to target tissue 

using a Gene Gun. 

Dr. Hill has a pet tur-

tle, Freddie (left), 

who will be coming to 

Houston with her.  
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